
The Mortality from Cancer Throughout the
World. By F. L. Hoffman. Published by
the Prudential Insurance Company of Amer-
ica, 1916.

A readable statistical study is rare. This
work is not only very readable, but also the val-
uable information gathered is set down in an in-
teresting and concise manner.

The author recognizes the difficulties of gath-
ering accurate statistics on a subject so variously
termed as cancer, and states that he wishes his
work to be considered subject to such necessary
errors as one must encounter in such a broad
work. The work contains in every chapter a
valuable bibliography of the most important
books reviewed, and often brief abstracts of
these works are given in order to make the text
more explicit. The menace of cancer is em-
phasized and proof brought forward to substan-
tiate the recently expressed view that cancer is
not only relatively, but actually, on the increase.
The importance of a world-wide educational
campaign is emphasized. Several chapters are
devoted to such practical topics as the mortality
of cancer in different occupations, cancer in its
relation to life insurance, statistical studies of
cancer in American cities and foreign countries,
racial cancer, precancerous states, problems of
recurrence, degree of malignancy of certain
types and under certain conditions, the question
of heredity, relation of cancer to other chronic
diseases. All these are treated in an interest-
ing but general way. The work contains about
200 pages of text and 600 devoted to charts and
tables. It is a well-compiled, up-to-date and
well-presented work, which must have involved
great labor and is a worthy and valuable book of
reference.

The Endocrine Organs. An Introduction to the
Study of Internal Secretion. By Sir Ed-
ward A. Schafer, LL. D., D.Sc, M.D., F.R.S.
Professor of Physiology in Edinburgh Univer-
sity. London and New York: Longmans,
Green and Company.
In the summer of 1913 Professor Schäfer de-

livered the Lane Medical Lectures at Stanford
University. He took for his topic the organs of
internal secretion. The lectures were published
by the University, but in abbreviated form and
without illustration, so the author has reissued
them in the present volume.

The work consists almost wholly of descrip-
tions of experimental and clinical observations.
Conclusions are drawn cautiously or not at all,
as is eminently proper in a field in which, on
account of the rapid accumulation of data, con-
clusions are necessarily wholly provisional. The
numerous excellent plates add greatly to the
value of the book, as they do to its cost.

The Involuntary Nervous System. By Walter
Holbrook Gaskell, M.A., M.D., F.R.S. Lon-
don and New York: Longmans, Green and
Company.
To the serious student no form of presentation

of any special subject is more satisfactory than
an authoritative monograph. The publishers of
the work here under review have made a feature
of series of such monographs in various fields of
science, and in so doing have conferred a great
benefit upon students everywhere.

This work of Professor Gaskell's, prepared
during the closing years of his life and published
posthumously, is an epitome of a course of lec-
tures on the sympathetic and allied nervous sys-
tems, given by the author year after year. It
represents in very large measure his own contri-
bution, since he took a prominent part in the
development of our present conceptions concern-
ing these portions of the nervous system, par-
ticularly in their earlier stages. Professor Gas-
kell was specially interested in the phylogenetic
significance of physiology, and much of the
value of this work lies in the discussions of the
bearing of the facts presented on the principles
of evolution. It is unfortunate that Professor
Gaskell did not live to see the remarkable clarifi-
cation of our views concerning the sympathetic
system, that has resulted from the researches
of Cannon and his students. No one would
have appreciated more than he the significance
of Cannon's correlation of the entire sympa-
thetic system into an integer.

A valuable feature of the book is the bibliog-
raphy, which covers 13 pages and includes all
the important titles up to 1914.

Blood Pressure. Its Clinical Applications. By
George William Norris, A.B., M.D. Second
edition, revised and enlarged. Philadelphia
and New York: Lea and Febiger. 1916.
The first edition of this clinical text-book on

blood pressure was reviewed in the issue of the
Journal for November 12, 1914 (Vol. clxxi,
p. 755). This second edition is increased in size
by the addition of new material from the con-

stantly growing literature on this important
subject; but the author has continued his en-
deavor to present this material in condensed
and practical form. Whenever possible, a sum-

mary of experimental as well as of clinical data
is included. In addition to the chapters on

physiology and on venous blood pressure by Dr.
J. Harold Austin there is appended a chapter
on functional efficiency of the circulation, in the
preparation of which Dr. Austin's assistance is
also acknowledged. The number of engrav-
ings with which this edition is illustrated is in-
creased to 102. It should continue to maintain
its position of value as a presentation of the
literary history of the subject and as a correla-
tion of experimental data with clinical experi-
ence.
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